
News from

The move from Chesterfield to
our new factory and production
facilities in Sheffield necessitated a
complete re-audit by the US
Department of Transportation
(DOT) of our design, manufacturing
and quality systems for cylinders we
make to their design code.

For Chesterfield Special Cylinders
to obtain authorisation, DOT’s
auditor spent a full
week with us in
December 2005,
vetting our systems
and procedures. Production samples
were required to be submitted to
their test house in the USA for

material and product quality
assessment.

Confirmation of our new DOT
Approval (no. 807-06-03) has now
been received.This will allow us to
re-commence manufacture and
reconditioning of cylinder types
DOT 3T and 3AA.

We apologise to those customers
who have been affected by the

interruption in
continuity of supply
during this period.We
trust you will

understand that this was
unavoidable, as the approval relates
to a specific manufacturing location.

Our newly installed facility for carrying out

the re-test and refurbishment of smaller

cylinders (up to approximately 2.6 metres in

length) is now fully operational in Sheffield.

We are happy to carry out the minimum

requirements of a statutory re-test, but also

offer the full range of refurbishment services:

• internal and external shot blasting

• painting, including stencilling

• re-threading and re-valving

As designers and

manufacturers of new high

pressure cylinders, Chesterfield

are able to identify and carry out

necessary remedial work which

can often mean that a potentially

scrap cylinder can be rectified

and give further continued

service.This gives us a clear

advantage over those of our

competitors who can only offer re-testing.

Whether your requirement is for a one-off

cylinder or a large batch quantity, we can meet

your needs in prolonging the return on your

investment in your cylinders. And, as covered

above, this service can include the re-test of

American specification DOT cylinders, should

those types form part of your inventory.

In collaboration with a nationally recognised

trailer chassis builder, now we

can also offer a full trailer re-test

and refurbishment service.The

makeover can include the

removal of the cylinders, the

manifolding and the valves from

the trailer to give them their re-

test. The trailer itself can be

refurbished, followed by the

rebuild which includes pressure

testing and ADR certification.
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CONTINUING OVER A CENTURY OF INNOVATION IN HIGH PRESSURE CYLINDERS

TM

Our newly located plant
wins DOT approval

RE JUVENATING YOUR CYL INDER STOCK

The water jacket (well) test is one of the
mandatory series of tests for DOT type
cylinders, whether newly manufactured or
reconditioned. Photograph shows the test well
for ultra-large cylinders.

Some veteran hydrogen cylinders shown before and
after refurbishment in our new facility.

This trailer was recently refitted
in our works.



CHESTERFIELD SPECIAL CYLINDERS 

Newsletter published May 2006 by
Chesterfield Special Cylinders Ltd, Meadowhall Road, Sheffield S9 1BT, UK
Telephone: +44 (0) 114 242 7500   Fax: +44 (0) 114 242 7501 D

es
ig

n:
Li

nd
en

 8
4/

22
1 

Pr
in

te
d 

in
 U

K.
e&

oe

A MAN FOR THE LONG GAME -
Pen profile of our agent in France
Alain Soroko is a man of endurance

and resilience. Not only has he
weathered the ‘ups and downs’ of
representing Chesterfield Cylinders for
32 years, while the company saw a
succession of owners, he has also
performed notable feats of persistence
and skill in knocking on the door of
potentially important new customers
and pursuing initial contracts until
success was his. Here we outline the
important rôle and one or two of the
principal achievements of our French
arm.

There is a continuity about Chesterfield’s
agents in France which goes back more than
half a century. Alain Soroko first represented
the company as an employee of former agent
Jacques Chauveau, who in turn had started
with the Chesterfield Tube Company in 1949.

Now 59, Alain has worked in his own
capacity since 2000 from his base in the centre
of Paris. Over the past 32 years of his career
he has been promoting British and other
European companies, marketing a variety of
steel related products, such as stainless tubes.

"Only a few have made up the core of my
business," he relates. "Chesterfield certainly
come at the top of the list. It was a relief when
the new company emerged in 2004 after a few
years of uncertainty."

The main areas of activities for Chesterfield
in France include hydrogen trailers for road
transport; cylinders for the French Navy,
including boats built for export; buffer storage
cylinders for various industries; and aircraft
cylinders.

Asked to expand on aspects of his business
in cylinders, Alain responds:

"I could write a book about the French Navy
cylinders .To cut a very long story short, I
started talking to the French Navy and DCN
about cylinders for submarines in 1974!

Over 30 years we kept contact with them
and it had almost become a source of wry
amusement. But it paid off in the end after
DCN, the French supplier, closed down and the
Navy’s own manufacturing route proved too
expensive for their export business.

"They were still aware of Chesterfield and,
after a period of approval and intense technical
discussions and meetings, we secured the first
contract for cylinders for two submarines for
the Malaysian Navy which are now completing
in the Cherbourg navy yard.

"We are now in discussion for a much larger
contract for the new generation of French
nuclear attack submarines - the ‘Barracuda’
class."

Another area of recent success, where Alain’s
persistence paid off, concerns hydrogen road
trailers for Linde France. Says Alain: "We
secured a first contract in 2001 against German
competition, with the help of a French sub-
contractor whom I had known for a long time.
We were able to offer a complete trailer in
accordance with French and European

regulations to the satisfaction of Linde.
In 5 years we have supplied numerous trailers
and have an order for another two this year."

Perhaps it was while pursuing his hobby of
‘sailing and cruising along various coasts from
the Baltic to the Greek islands, including
Cornwall and the Scillies’ that Alain has been
able to reflect on where Chesterfield stands
now:

"After having seen the effects of the steel
crisis which dramatically hit European countries
in the seventies with the closure of so many
steel mills and steel tubes companies,
particularly in the Sheffield area, it is quite
pleasing to observe the resurrection this
industry and to see it become more buoyant
and promising than some of the so-called high-
tech businesses founded in the late nineties."

With a man like Alain on board, Chesterfield
can anticipate even more wind in its sails.

The high level of order intake and our current volume of work in the plant, both short- and long-term, have meant we have
continued our recruitment campaign. Again, therefore, we would like to welcome further new recruits to Chesterfield .

Alain Soroko - and not the yacht in which he goes
sailing.

A complete trailer built for Linde incorporating nine
Chesterfield 2450 litre cylinders.

David Hickinson - Metallurgist Roger Moore - Storeman Ian Williams - Machinist

New faces to assist our progress


